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Usability of public play spaces for children with disabilities
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Abstract

Purpose: To investigate the usability of the public play spaces for children with
disabilities by exploring their experiences in accessing and using these spaces, and to
further discuss recommendations for designing public play spaces that is accessible and
usable for children with disabilities.

Methods: Hermeneutic phenomenological approach was employed to explore the
experience of children with disabilities on public play spaces. Seven children and six
parents from two elementary schools in Banyumas Regency, Central Java Province,
Indonesia, participated in the study. Online semi-structured interviews with children
were held via Zoom, followed with phone-call interviews with the primary caregivers. In
addition, video recordings of the observation of children’s participation on the play
spaces were also gathered. The data were analyzed using van Manen’s hermeneutic
phenomenology thematic analysis method.

Results: Four themes were discovered regarding the experiences of children with
disabilities on the public play spaces: 1) a place to have fun, play, and explore, 2) a place
to interact with peers/friends and family, 3) how environmental factors influence
usability (physical, social, and attitudinal surroundings), and 4) the ideal play spaces.
Conclusion: The results showed that various environmental factors (physical
characteristics of the environment, social & attitudinal factors) greatly influenced the
usability of public play spaces. Furthermore, providing the appropriate levels of risk on
the play spaces is as important as providing safety and accessibility features. Lastly, it
is essential to advocate for the needs of children with disabilities as well as their right to
play, especially in the community and political levels.

Keywords: usability, public play spaces, disability



HE

AW, BERVDOH LT LS DR LAILDOWECG~DT 77 A L HHARBRZHRHA L.
FIA LT WAROBENGORREE N, A2 FRUT O/NEE T4 LORi#EE 6 4 %%t
%2 Hermeneutic phenomenological 7 7’0 —F T, +E (T4 T A, R#EHITES

TAVHE2—%2FE L, HEOHTOFELLOENETLE LT — X 2 NE L, FHE
T Lz, ZORER. AEOEVGOERBRNG 4 77— G0z 1) LA, EO,

BT 28 2) MK ARLFIR LR T 58 3) 2—HF e U T (I EBETLREER W
), a0, BBER) 4) BEMRIEOY;, S F S ERBREERNBALOBFEOY; DN
TIIRESFEEL Qo Sbic, BMUTHRMRECOKS LR 52 Lk, 248
PEEFIHLOT I ERFICERECTH D, FLaIa=T A RERL~LT, ERVDHD
FEBT LD ==X L ESHROWED R R TH D,

¥—U—F: BEER A®XECS, =2—HFErUTaq



